WEST HORSLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Briefing Note: Grant for Horsley Station

Introduction  

This paper asks the Council to transfer an earmarked sum within the Village Appearance and Asset budget for the improvements to Horsley Station to East Horsley Parish Council.

Background

Under the auspices of East Horsley Parish Council’s Railway Task Group, the Friends of Horsley Station was formed and an application made to South Western Trains for the Horsley Station to be “adopted” under an initiative spearheaded by the Railway Company. The application was accepted and the station is now adopted.

The Friends applied for a grant to South Western Trains for a grant to improve the appearance of the station and was granted £500 to pay for 2 planters in 2019/20. The Friends knew that this was just the beginning of the improvement plan and both East & West Parish Councils were asked to budget a modest sum to continue the improvement programme in the next budget round. West Horsley Parish Council earmarked £650 for this purpose in the 2021/22 budget setting exercise.

The Friends have now asked for this money to be made available.

Proposal

It is proposed to transfer the budgeted sum to East Horsley Parish Council as its contribution towards achieving the 2021/22 part of the improvement plan. Whilst the plan has several aspects, including the provision of a toilet for people with disabilities, it also has need for more planters, noticeboard, bird & bat nesting boxes. It may be prudent to leave the Friends with some scope for using the money although the Council may be minded to indicate that part is used specifically for planters and wildlife boxes.

Recommendation 

The Council is asked to approve the transfer of the earmarked budget of £650 for the purposes of contributing to the improvement plan for Horsley Station indicating that the money should, in part, be used for the purchase of planters and wildlife boxes. The transfer would be to East Horsley Parish Council. WHPC may wish to ask for a report from EHPC/Friends of Horsley Station on the spend and progress of the improvement plan in due course.
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