Briefing Note:      Parish Council Tennis Court, Long Reach

Introduction

The tennis court in Long Reach has started to see increase usage with coaching for young children and well as adults and a cardio-vascular teaching class now making regular bookings. This is in addition to regular users of the court throughout the week / weekend. The uptake has been such that an online booking system through the WHPC website has been installed recently.

With this level of interest and activity coupled with the intention for the PC to introduce modest charges for use next year, it is considered both advisable & prudent to address the current condition of the facility and make some improvements in the current financial year.

This matter also addresses the well-being intentions as described in the WHPC’s strategy document.

Proposal

The proposal is to establish a project to address the following elements with the cost funded from the PC’s reserves or, if sufficient monies remain, Section 106 money provided from the developments currently underway in the Village. The Lawn Tennis Association has provided advice and guidance on the basic requirements to bring the Court up to an acceptable standard.

The project includes:

· Improvements to the surface
· New line-painting
· New net
· Refurbishment of the hut
· Sundry items e.g. litter bin, noticeboard
· Making good the access path.

A formal tendering process will be conducted and overseen by the Village Appearance & Asset Task Group. The project to be completed within the year 2021/22.

An indicative budget needs to be set for which it is suggested a sum of £5,000 is earmarked from reserves. Enquiries will be made of Guildford Borough Council as to whether remaining S106 monies are available against which this project could be set.

Recommendation 

The PC is recommended to approve the establishment of a project to improve the tennis court facility as described above funded from reserves unless sufficient S106 money is available for this purpose.
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