WEST HORSLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Youth Council:  Safeguarding – Briefing Note & Policy Document

At its January 2021 meeting the Parish Council approved a suite of documents to enable the West Horsley Youth Council to be established (appendix 6 refers). It included a Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy Statement which, at the time, was acknowledged as the forerunner to a full safeguarding policy. This policy is now attached for consideration and approval. 

Development 
Since January more research about the particular needs of a Youth Council which is intended to “shadow” the Parish Council has been undertaken. It has proved much more difficult than anticipated. There seems to be no template that fulfils our particular needs at this time. The NSPCC, The British Youth Council, the Church Advisors and other agencies have all been consulted. Each commented that our initial documents showed clear intent. The NSPCC sample policy seemed the most useful way forward to give adequate cover and help ensure that the safety of our young Youth Councillors is properly considered. Helpfully too, Cranleigh Parish Council who has a Youth Council, has provided a model that we can use as we develop the policies that best suit our needs.

In the light of the research to date and the Cranleigh model, the proposed Safeguarding Policy is attached. It will be necessary to keep it under review so that we can revise it in the light of experience and as legislation changes.

Training and DBS Checks
It is essential that Parish Councillors have appropriate training in safeguarding. There are numerous courses offered by NSPCC, HASCO, British Youth Council, Surrey County Council and on gov.uk websites. Further work needs to be done to secure the most appropriate training for us.

It will be necessary for those Councillors most closely connected with the Youth Council to have full (enhanced) DBS clearance as we are working with young people under the age of 18. This checking system is available online at a cost of £20 per person or an in-person checking at £8 each. The online service takes a few days; in-person applications, several weeks. We need to decide which is best. The Parish Council is asked to meet the costs of both training and checking.

Named & Designated Persons
The Parish Council must have named and designated safeguarding officers together with an independent person who is not a sitting councillor. The following is proposed:

Named Safeguarding Officers:      Chairman of Council and the Clerk of the Council
Designated Officers:                        Cllrs Beynon and Buosi
Independent:                                     To be advised at the meeting.

Recommendation

It is recommended to approve the safeguarding policy for a review in May 2022, agree the named, designated officers & independent person and meet the costs of training and DBS checks as required.
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Cllr Mel Beynon, April 2021

 
