The Climate Change Liaison Group for Parishes in the North-East of Guildford Borough

TERMS OF REFERENCE
 


Name: 

This group shall be called “The Climate Change Liaison Group for Parishes in the North-East of Guildford Borough”.


Background: 

[bookmark: _Hlk62342504]On the 23rd July 2019 Guildford Borough Council (GBC) declared a Climate Emergency. At its meeting on the 9th of July 2019, Surrey County Council declared a climate emergency. 


Aims/Mission:

This group aims to create a forum for Parish Councils in the North East (NE) of Guildford Borough to share best practise and action planning in realisation of positive steps to tackle climate change and facilitate action on climate change.

 
Objectives: 

To engage Parish Councils and encourage engagement and participation with this group.
To establish ideas of what actions Parish Councils can achieve to ensure local commitments and actions are implemented, to reduce carbon emission and build resilience to the changing climate. 
To coordinate strategic action planning across Parishes to embed climate emergency onto Parish Councils agenda and underpinning of Council activities.
To raise awareness, communication and proactive engagement between Parish Councils, Guildford Borough Council, Surrey County Council, residents, community groups, businesses and other stakeholders on actions being undertaken by Parish Councils to combat climate issues.
To act as an information point and to lobby on behalf of Parishes Councils on local and national initiatives to tackle climate change.

 
Membership:

a. The Group shall consist of representatives from ideally each Parish Council in the North East of Guildford Borough. 
b. No members of the public can be appointed by the Group. It is a closed Parish Council Working Group. 


Meetings:

c. The Group will fix its own timetable for meetings. Ideally the group will meet at least once in every three months (and four times in a year).

Rules of Business and Voting:

d. The Group will elect a Chair from Councillor Members at its first meeting. 
e. All decisions will be taken by majority vote, with the Chair of that meeting having the casting vote in the event of a tied vote.
f. The Quorum for a meeting will be no less than one third of all Parish representatives.


Responsibilities:

g. All Cllrs should abide by the Guildford Borough Council Code of Conduct.
h. A register of attendance & declaration of interest book will be available for members to sign at meetings. 


Openness and transparency:

i. All agenda, minutes, registers of attendance and declarations logged will be available for public inspection. 
j. All Parish Councils are encouraged to publish the Agenda and Minutes of meetings of this group to their Parish Council websites. 
k. The group does not have any treasury/ budgetary responsibilities, funds and is not in receipt of any sponsorship.
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