Appendix 9b
WEST HORSLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Briefing Note – Ash Die-back in the Village Orchard

The Village Orchard enjoys 5 Ash Trees located in the hedgerow that runs along Ripley Lane.

Last year, it was drawn to the Parish Council’s attention that all 5 trees were showing signs of Ash Die-back. The Parish Council was advised that they would need to be removed in the future although there was no urgency at that time. With this knowledge, it was considered prudent to include their removal as part of the Restoration Project for the Orchard which would be tendered for early in 2021.

During a site visit in the Orchard on 16th February, 2021 with a knowledgeable local horticulturist, it was pointed out to Cllrs Best & Newman that all 5 trees were showing signs of instability, two in particular, and that attention to their removal within the coming 3 months was highly advisable.

In the light of this advice, and aware of the commentary on the condition of the trees in the Autumn of 2020, it is recommended to Council that urgent action is taken to have the trees removed for health & safety reasons without further delay. Whilst conscious of the bird nesting session commencing on the 1st March, it is strongly suggested and mitigated by health and safety reasons for persons on Ripley Lane that the matter should be addressed soonest. It would also necessitate removing this element of work from the restoration project which was part of the specification for the work. 

Given the proximity of the trees contact has been made with Surrey County Council as some form of traffic management on Ripley Lane will be required whilst felling and clearance is taking place.

It is therefore recommended that:

1. The 3 firms invited to quote for the Restoration of the Orchard Project be invited to quote for the removal and disposal of the 5 Ash Trees as a separate matter and for that element of the tender for the restoration works be withdrawn;

2. The PC makes an urgent planning application to Guildford Borough Council to approve their removal as The Orchard is within the Conservation Are;

3. The PC agrees a sum not exceeding £5000 to cover the felling, removal and disposal of the 5 trees and any costs associated with traffic management in Ripley Lane as required by Surrey County Council. 
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