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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for West Horsley  
Held in the village hall, West Horsley - Tuesday 23 April 2019  

 
Attendance: Mr. C. Hope (Chairman of the Parish Council) in the Chair, Mrs M. Beynon, 
Mrs F Harrison, Mrs Young, Miss Best, Mr Mattock, Miss King, Mrs S. Pinder, Clerk to the 
Council, GBC Cllrs Mrs J Wicks, Mr D Reeve and Mr M Sarti and 13 other persons were also 
present. 
 
APOLOGIES 
Apologies for absence were received from WHPC Cllr Mike Waite. 
 
OPENING 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone present. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes for the previous meeting held on 3 May 2018 were circulated before the 
meeting. Mr Hope proposed acceptance of the minutes. The minutes were agreed and 
signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES - There were no matters arising. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Last year, I began by saying that I was going to leave the talking to the other councillors, but 
that's not quite how it's turned out. I'm actually going to be the only councillor talking from the 
stage.   
 
We've had a couple of successes - the Neighbourhood Plan, for a start. Having that passed 
by a referendum in the Parish, the various points in it become part of Guildford's planning 
process; dwelling size, housing density and composition of hedges will help to preserve the 
rural nature of our village. Our thanks to a large team of volunteers, chaired by Paul 
Dodgson, who spent hour upon hour working for the village. 
 
We, and others, also had a success in getting the original plans for the development at 
Wisley turned down at appeal.  Sadly, GBC have put it in their local plan, and we couldn't get 
the next planning inspector to follow his colleague's statement that it would,be injurious to 
the Green Belt.  Some of my fellow councillors spent a lot of their time at these Planning 
events.  It seems likely, despite the objections by our Ward Councillors, that GBC will 
approve the Local Plan in a couple of days’ time. This will mean two major developments in 
West Horsley and one in East Horsley - right on our boundary.  
 
Another success. in a more modest way. is the use of The Orchard. Mel Beynon has 
organised several events for children and their parents in this quiet corner. The  first was a 
Teddy Bears Picnic which also incorporated a Punch & Judy Show, the second a Christmas 
lantern procession from the Crossroads Stores to the Orchard where a capella carol singing 
took place and the third, was only 3 days ago with an Easter Egg decorating event was 
combined with an Easter Bonnet parade. I will add in No 4 - the Walk, with quiz, through 
roads and fields to end with refreshments in the Orchard. It is hoped that these events will 
become firm fixtures in the village calendar. 
 
The Orchard gates being left open, which I mentioned last year, is now a thing of the past, 
thanks to a "Gate Monitor" who lives in the Old St Mary's development. 
 
I must mention the major disturbance in The Street last year. While Affinity Water were 
replacing the water main, it became obvious that there was a broken sewer just outside this 
Hall. This was a long way down and needed a very large hole to get safe access to it, so the 
road was closed.  Another break was found at the junction with Pincott Lane. Then Affinity 
Water insisted on finishing their work, which was being held up, so Thames Water (who look 
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after sewage) had to tidy up and come back a month later.  It took rather a long time to get 
the road fully open.  The next event will be resurfacing of The Street for which preparatory 
work has already been done. I just hope that the storm drainage problems close to the 
railway bridge are dealt with first. ;-) 
 
There will be a West Horsley Fete again this year - on September 14th.  Please put the date 
in your diaries. A great cost saving against the previous event is that we don't need to hire 
Portaloos! West Horsley Place now has facilities installed in the house. 
 
Something for the immediate future - our website has been redesigned and will go live on 
Friday May 3rd. Do, please, give us feedback. As mentioned in the Newsletter, we have a 
new oak tree logo, fit for the 21st Century.   
 
It's now "saying farewell" time. Our three Borough Councillors, Jenny, Matt & David are 
standing down, as are two Parish Councillors - Fenella & Mike.  Fenella joined us in 2003, 
and Mike joined us 10 years later.  Mind you, he was the guest speaker at our APM in 2012. 
he must have liked us. - but work calls. Please can we thank them in the traditional way. We 
also need to thank the others who have decided to stick it out; Mel, Bob, Elaine, Catherine 
and Fran.  Fran has only just joined us, having been co-opted at our April meeting.  
 
With these departures, we are down to 6 councillors - leaving us with 3 vacancies.  Those 6 
have, rather obviously, been returned unopposed and will start their 4-year terms on May 
14th - our first Parish Council meeting of the new year.  At that meeting, we can co-opt 3 
further people onto the Parish Council without going through the lengthy "filling vacancies" 
procedure.  Please come & join us and help to share the workload. 
 
Just before Christmas, a couple of people in the village suggested that I stand down from the 
Parish Council - because 12 years as Chairman is quite long enough (agreed, but Pauline 
served for 17) and there would be a 'generation gap'.  That I understand, one councillor's 
son is only 3 years older than my eldest grandson.  I had intended to stand down but have 
been persuaded by other councillors - not to go yet. This time last year, I took on a 
Chairman's role with a Scottish Charity  (believing that I'd be retiring from the Parish Council 
now) and have just been elected Vice-Convenor of another (my roots are showing), so I 
probably won't  be a Parish Councillor for the full 4 years; but, I am an admirer of the 
(Scottish) Victorian philosopher, Thomas Carlyle, whose memorial quotes him: "I'd rather die 
of exhaustion than die of boredom". 
 
We now come to the new part of the meeting; instead of the councillors telling you what 
they've been doing, we are going to ask you what you want us to do in the future.  Bear in 
mind that we can't do the impossible - but we might be able to point you towards someone 
who can. 
 
ACTIVITY - GATHERING RESIDENTS’ OPINIONS 
 
Residents, who were seated at tables around the room (each of which had a different theme 
such as “planning” or “communications”) were then asked for their ideas about what they 
would like the Parish Council to focus on in future. Many suggestions were collected and will 
be used to help inform the Parish Council’s strategy and objectives for the next three years. 
The Parish Council committed to report back to the village in due course on this topic. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER: Mr Leigh Curtis – Director of Operations, Kent, Surrey & Sussex 
Air Ambulance 
 
Leigh gave an insightful talk about the critical work carried out by his organisation and the 
difference that this organisation is making in the South East of England on a daily basis. At 
the end of the talk, the Chairman, Mr Charles Hope, thanked Leigh for his fascinating talk 
and closed the meeting by thanking everyone for coming. 


